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Compliance Policy for Retailers Regarding Minnesota's Lead and Cadmium Regulations

Policy Overview
In accordance with Minnesota Statute § 325E.3892, effective July 1, 2023, Michael Harding Art Formulas Ltd. mandates that all retailers adhere to the following guidelines to ensure compliance with state regulations on lead and cadmium content in consumer products.
1. Restricted Product Sales
Retailers are prohibited from selling, holding for sale, or distributing any Michael Harding products within the following categories if they contain lead exceeding 90 parts per million (ppm) or cadmium exceeding 75 ppm:
· Paint 
· Mediums
· Primers 
· Other Art Materials 
2. Inventory Management
Retailers must regularly review their inventory to ensure compliance with Minnesota's lead and cadmium restrictions. Any non-compliant products should be removed from sale immediately.
3. Compliance Confirmation
Retailers are required to sign a compliance acknowledgment confirming their understanding and agreement to adhere to this policy, ensuring that restricted products are not sold within Minnesota.
4. Ongoing Monitoring
Michael Harding Art Formulas Ltd. reserves the right to audit retailer compliance and will provide support in identifying products that meet state requirements.
Compliance Process
1. Product Testing
All Michael Harding products will undergo testing to verify lead and cadmium content before distribution. Products exceeding legal thresholds will be flagged and excluded from sale in Minnesota.
2. Labeling and Documentation
Products will be labeled accordingly, and comprehensive documentation will be provided to retailers to identify restricted items.
3. Retailer Guidance
Michael Harding Art Formulas Ltd. will issue guidelines, updated product lists, and communication materials to ensure retailers remain informed about which products cannot be distributed in Minnesota.
4. Reporting and Issues
Any non-compliance issues identified by retailers must be reported immediately. Retailers are encouraged to reach out for guidance and will receive instructions on proper handling and removal of non-compliant products.
Additional Considerations
· Federal Preemption: The Minnesota law does not apply to products containing lead or cadmium when federal law preempts state regulation. However, unless a federal law explicitly states that state limits cannot be more stringent, the existence of a federal limit does not preempt Minnesota's law. 
· Component Accessibility: The law covers components not typically accessible except by destruction or separation using tools or heavy objects. This includes circuitry, batteries, and complex inner workings not typically accessible except through intentional opening or disassembly of housings or protective casings. 


By adhering to this policy, retailers will ensure compliance with Minnesota's regulations and contribute to the safety and well-being of consumers.
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